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HEALTHCARE ASSOCIATIONS

Has the health
care delivery
system ever

been at a more critical
point? And has the need
for physician advocacy
ever been greater?
Acting upon its mem-
bers’ suggestions, the
Chicago Medical
Society (CMS) is forg-
ing more pathways to
serve physicians and
their patients. Here is an
overview of our activities
in 2009:

• CMS held two physician-only Town
Halls – a first for us – to give physicians
an opportunity to ask questions and learn
more about the Congressional health care
reform proposals. The Town Halls also
helped CMS to gain further insight into
the thoughts and concerns of its mem-
bers. This feedback allows CMS to shape
its policies and better advocate on behalf
of physicians and patients. 

• CMS has continued to improve its vis-
ibility with legislators and the media.
We’ve personally met with Illinois Reps.
Danny Davis and Jan Schakowsky on
numerous occasions. CMS contributed to
a white paper prepared by Rep. Davis on
health care reform. I was interviewed on
Fox News, on WLS radio, and in Modern

Healthcare magazine. CMS has
also implemented a President’s
Blog, which members have
responded to favorably.

• At the invitation of U.S.
Assistant Surgeon General
James M. Galloway, M.D., CMS
participated in a community
forum to discuss incorporating
preventive care efforts into the
nation’s health care reform
agenda. The event is organized
by the Building a Healthier
Chicago Coalition, a program
joining CMS with the American
Medical Association and U.S.

Department of Health and Human
Services. In addition, CMS leadership
attended a two-day meeting focused on
combating obesity, also hosted by
Building a Healthier Chicago.

• CMS responded to Senator Richard
Durbin’s request for feedback on the New
Yorker article, “The Cost Conundrum,”
by Atul Gawande, M.D., which examined
Medicare spending in two separate Texas
communities. We relayed our members’
insightful comments to Senator Richard
Durbin last summer. 

• CMS continues to update its long-
running Annual Midwest Clinical
Conference to include representation
from all seven area medical schools. This
joint venture will allow the schools to

showcase their programs while enabling
CMS to offer courses developed and
taught by top faculty from those academ-
ic centers. 

• CMS awarded its Public Service
Award to two physicians for outstanding
community service. Dr. Julie Goldstein
was recognized for her ongoing involve-
ment with the Chicago End-of-Life Care
Coalition as well as her leadership on the
boards of several other end-of-life care
and advanced planning groups. Dr. Steven
H. Dayan was honored for his work
through Enhance, a not-for-profit organi-
zation he founded that raises funds and
resources for Chicago Public schools stu-
dents. 

• CMS leaders participated in the
American Medical Association’s National
Advocacy Conference in Washington, DC.
During their stay, they visited Capitol Hill
to meet with legislators and urged lifting
the cap on Medicare-supported residency
positions, reducing medical school debt,
and reforming the Medicare payment sys-
tem. They also visited the offices of their
congressional representatives to discuss
the medical home model, medical liability
reform, graduate medical education fund-
ing, Medicare physician payment reform,
and the selection process for the U.S.
Surgeon General. 

• CMS hosted 12 different legislators
through its mini-internship program—a

dynamic program that educates politi-
cians about the challenges physicians face
in their everyday practices. Just as impor-
tant, it gives our members the opportuni-
ty to build relationships with the deci-
sion-makers. 

• CMS supported a resolution calling
for the immediate restoration of funding
for 2009 Illinois Board of Higher
Education Health Services Education
Grants Act and for legislation that would
prevent future elimination of funding for
the vital training programs that are sup-
ported by such grant funding. 

• CMS mobilized its committee struc-
ture to study the impact of legislation on
our profession and the healthcare delivery
system. The committees are charged with
reporting back to me. We will use their
suggestions to build our policies.

Simply put, we’re listening to physi-
cians and working for patients.

Dr. Werner is President of the Chicago
Medical Society for the 2009-2010 year. He

is also a practicing internist at Advocate
Illinois Masonic Medical Center, where he is
Vice President of Clinical Transformation. In

addition, he is Clinical Associate Professor in
the Department of Medicine at the UIC

College of Medicine and an Assistant Dean
for the Chicago Medical School of Rosalind
Franklin University. He can be reached at

wnw716@aol.com.

The Chicago Medical Society Marks Year of Progress 

ILLINOIS
HOSPITAL

ASSOCIATION
ELECTS NEW

BOARD, PRESENTS
ANNUAL AWARDS
The Illinois Hospital

Association (IHA) is pleased to
announce its 2010 Board of
Trustees and 2009 IHA award winners.

Patrick Magoon, president and CEO of Children’s
Memorial Hospital, Chicago, succeeds Harry Wolin,
administrator and CEO of Mason District Hospital,
Havana, as chair of the Board of Trustees. 

Gary Kaatz, president and CEO of Rockford Memorial
Hospital, was chosen chair-elect. He will replace Magoon
when his term expires on Dec. 31, 2010. Alan Channing,
president and CEO of Sinai Health System, Chicago, was
elected secretary, and Connie Schroeder, president and
CEO of Illini Community Hospital, Pittsfield, was elected
treasurer. Kaatz also received the 2009 AHA/IHA Most
Valuable PAC Player Award.

Illinois State Representative Lisa Dugan was the recipi-
ent of the IHA Excellence in Public Service Award. The
award recognizes individuals who have made an outstand-
ing commitment to health care delivery and other services
that improve the health of Illinoisans.

IHA’s Distinguished Service Award was presented to C.
Michael David, past board chairman, Richland Memorial
Hospital, Olney.

The American Hospital Association’s Grassroots
Champion Award for Illinois was presented to Roberta
Rakove, Senior Vice President, Government Affairs, Sinai
Health System, Chicago, in recognition of her years of tire-
less advocacy and deep commitment to her community
and hospital. 

MARYJANE WURTH WELCOMES ROLE 
AS NEW IHA PRESIDENT 

Maryjane A. Wurth began her new duties as
president of the Illinois Hospital Association
(IHA) on October 19, 2009. She has met dozens
of Illinois hospital leaders and legislators at
IHA’s Leadership Summit, a reception for the
Conference of Women Legislators and women
hospital leaders, regional meetings and hospital
visits throughout the state. She has also met
with the editorial boards of major Illinois news-
papers to represent the interests of member hos-
pitals.

“When I decided to join IHA,” says Wurth, “I
knew I was joining an organization with a stel-
lar reputation. I also knew I was becoming president of a state hospital asso-
ciation during a period of great turmoil in our field. I took on this challenge
with relish because I think this is one of the most exciting times to be in
health care. What could be more inspiring than to lead an organization like
IHA during the creation of a new national health care system?”

In addition to protecting adequate health care funding in the state budget,
especially Medicaid, Wurth says she has three top priorities: (1) helping
members deal with the impact of federal health care reform, including advo-
cating for member interests in Washington, D.C.; (2) quality
improvement/patient safety; and (3) member workforce issues, especially
physician supply. She emphasizes the need to work together with various
stakeholders to address the many challenges ahead.

In October, IHA helped secure a legislative package to pump nearly $1.1
billion in new federal Medicaid funds into the Illinois economy, including
$155 million in new Medicaid stimulus payments for hospitals, a significant
achievement for the hospital community in light of the state’s continuing
financial difficulties. IHA worked diligently with the bill’s sponsors, legisla-
tive leaders, the Governor’s Office, the Dept. of Healthcare and Family
Services and supporters of the legislation to protect the interests of members.

Wurth formerly was Chief Operating Officer of the Healthcare Association
of New York State (HANYS) and President and CEO of HANYS Solutions, its
for-profit subsidiary. She holds a Master’s of Science from Cornell University
and a Bachelor of Science from the State University of New York College at
Cortland. 
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